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               MATTHEW NINE NOTES 
 
 Jesus returns to His home town of Capernaum by the Sea of Galilee and immediately 
clashes with religious leaders when He heals a paralytic. He authoritatively shows that He can 
both heal and forgive sins and dispenses mercy generously—even to hated outsiders like the 
tax collector Matthew. His compassion moves Him (9:36) to raise the dead, heal a 
hemorrhaging woman, blind men, and a mute demoniac. The crowds are “struck with awe and 
glorified God who had given (Him) such authority” (9:8). The pace of ministry is now intense, 
with crowds pursuing His every step, and the heated conflict with the religious establishment 
reaches a dramatic turning point, where now they will relentlessly seek His death.  
 
Mt 9:1-8: The Healing of the Paralytic 
 This instance shows an individual being healed because of the faith of his friends. For 
whom can you pray today who may not have enough faith to pray or to ‘drag him/herself’ to 
Church or the sacraments? _______________________________________________________ 
Note how abundantly Jesus blesses the paralytic. They come asking for a physical healing and 
receive not only that, but much, much more! That is how Jesus frequently operates! When has 
Jesus answered your prayer far and above what you asked for? __________________________ 
 
 How did the paralytic show trust in both Jesus and his friends?  (Hint: Whom would you 
trust to dangle you through a high roof to the floor below?) _____________________________ 
 
 Why were the religious leaders so outraged at Jesus? How does Jesus counter their 
logic? _________________________________________________________________________ 
 “The Jews thought that any illness was due to personal sin (John 9:1-3); so when they 
heard Jesus saying, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ they reasoned in their minds as follows: only God 
can forgive sins (Luke 5:21); this man says that he has power to forgive sins; therefore, he is 
claiming a power which belongs to God alone—which is blasphemy. Our Lord, however, 
forestalls them, using their own arguments: by curing the paralytic by just saying the word, he 
shows them that since he has the power to cure the effects of sin (which is what they believe 
disease to be), then he also has power to cure the cause of illness (sin); therefore, he has divine 
power.”1 
 
 “The Lord heals the paralytic after first forgiving his sins. Why does God forgive our sins? 
Because he wants us alive, he wants us moving, he wants us in action, realizing what we can be. 
Jesus comes to liberate us for deeper life, to open a new future to us. Sin is a refusal to live 
according to God’s purposes and desires. Our obsession with past sins paralyzes us. God is 
opposed to this obsession with the past, because it renders us unable to move. I can brood over 
my past sins to such a degree that I become finally paralyzed, unable to move. 

                                                      
1 The Navarre Bible: St Matthew : Texts and Commentaries. (c) 1998 by Four Courts Press, Dublin, Ireland, pp 94.  
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 After saying your sins are forgiven, Jesus says, ‘Rise, pick up your stretcher, and go 
home.’ That’s the way it works: first comes the forgiveness of sins, and that is a liberating 
power in us. Now I can live for the future.”2 
 
 How does Jesus pass on to the Apostles down to our current priests the authority to 
forgive sins? See John 20:22-23 and Matthew 18:18. ___________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Apologetics Note: Priests exercise this delegated authority in the Sacrament of Penance when 
they speak the words of absolution and do not say: ‘Christ absolves you” but rather than “I 
absolve you.” They are acting in personi Christi, as Jesus Christ Himself. 
 
 “The sacraments do not make holiness easy. They simply make it possible”- Dr. Scott 
Hahn.3 
 
Mt 9:9-13: The Call of Matthew 
 Matthew knew Himself to be a sinner and a hated outsider, and most probably, the 
other apostles treated him as such until the teaching of mercy penetrated their hearts.  
 
 Jesus “saw a man named Matthew” (9:9).   
 Fill in your name: Jesus sees __________________ . 
What does Jesus see this day? What is He asking of you? _______________________________ 
 “Have you seen with your eyes of your soul how He looks at you with love? Do you 
really know the love of Jesus? Have you heard the words he speaks to you?”-Mother Teresa.4 
 
Will you be quick to do what He asks of you, like Matthew, if He asks you to follow Him? What if 
it leads to a cross? ______________________________________________________________ 
 “As soon as I obey Him, I fulfill my spiritual destiny. My personal life may be crowded 
with small, petty happenings, altogether insignificant. But if I obey Jesus Christ in the seemingly 
random circumstances of life, they become pinholes through which I see the face of God. Then, 
when I stand face to face with God, I will discover that through my obedience thousands were 
blessed. When God’s redemption brings a human soul to the point of obedience, it always 
produces.  If I obey Jesus Christ the redemption of God will flow through me to the lives of 
others, because behind the deed of obedience is the reality of Almighty God.”5 
 
 Matthew “got up and followed Him” (9:9).  The “verb used here in the Greek is the same 
verb used to describe the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead: Matthew rose. Conversion 
means a transition into a higher life, arising from a preoccupation with the goods of the world 
and a reorientation to the things of God. 
                                                      
2 Barron, Bishop Robert. Daily Gospel Reflections: Matthew 9:1-8 on July 30, 2022. Accessed online from 
wof@wordonfire.org.  
3 Daily Catholic Wisdom, Sept 19, 2022. Accessed online from yourfriends@catholicwisdom.org. 
4 E-Spirations from Franciscan Steubenville Conferences- October 10, 2022. Accessed online from 
webmaster@steubenville.org.  
5 Chambers, Oswald. My Utmost for His Highest. (c) 1982 by Our Daily Bread Publishers, Grand Rapid, MI, Nov 2. 
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 Then we hear what happened after Matthew’s conversion: ‘While he was at table in his 
house, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat with Jesus and his disciples.’ This deeply 
annoyed the Pharisees, who ask of Jesus’ disciples: ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?’ The answer is that Jesus loves sinners, and he doesn’t require 
perfection before he approaches them.”6  Do you ever operate under the mistaken notion that 
you have to be perfect before approaching Jesus? Why might Matthew include his own 
autobiography here in this section of his gospel narrative? ______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By what names is Matthew known in Mark 2:14 and Luke 5:27? ________________________ 
 
 The Pharisees are horrified that Jesus is a “Friend of sinners.” Jesus defends His actions 
with three explanations: 
 (1) the spiritually sick need Him the most; 
 (2) Hosea 6:6 bears witness to the greatness of God’s mercy; 
 (3) Jesus came to call sinners to conversion of heart.7 
 
Mt 9:14-17- Fasting and New Wineskins 
 For what purpose does the Church prescribe days and seasons of fasting? Do you fast? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 How can you not ‘contain’ your life in Christ but rather just pour out or burst forth?! 
______________________________________________________________________________  
How is this a natural phenomenon?_________________________________________________ 
 How does Jesus fulfill the Old Covenant but at the same time bring something very 
unique and new on the scene? ____________________________________________________ 
 
Mt 9:18-26: The Raising of (Jairus’ Daughter) and Healing of Hemorrhaging Woman 
 Compare to Mark 5:21-43 and Luke 8:40-56: Jesus’ power over death. Jesus raises three 
people from the dead: this little girl, the son of the widow of Nain, and Lazarus. 
 How does the theme of “rising” and “resurrection” occur in all of these miracle stories 
thus far in this chapter? The paralytic rises, Matthew rises from his booth, the little girl rises 
from “sleep” (as Lazarus will later in John 11:11), etc. __________________________________ 
 
Mt 9:27-31: Healing of Two Blind Men 
 What is Jesus’ central question to the men (9:28)? _______________________________ 
 How do these miracles (blind and mute) fulfill Isaiah 35:5-6? ______________________ 
 
Mt 9:35-36- Jesus’ Compassion  
 How has Jesus showed His compassion to you? _________________________________ 

                                                      
6 Barron, Bishop Robert. Daily Gospel Reflections: Matthew 9:9-13: July 1, 2022. Accessed online from 
wof@wordonfire.org.  
7 Karris, Robert, editor. The Collegeville Bible Commentary: The New Testament. (c) 1992 by The Liturgical Press, 
Collegeville, MN, pp 876. 
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  “Sin always comes from a broken heart”- Fr John Burns.8  
 
 “God loves you because you need to be loved”- Fr Mike Schmitz.9 
 
 How does Jesus fulfill Ezekiel 34 here? Why is Jesus so deeply disturbed? ____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mt 9:37-38- Laborers for the Harvest: On Mission with Delegated Authority 
 When you get overwhelmed with ministry demands, how do you pray? How does Jesus 
instruct you here to pray? ________________________________________________________ 
After viewing Jesus teaching and working miracles with unparalleled authority, Matthew is 
going to show in the next chapters how Jesus delegates this authority to His disciples through 
the ages—which includes YOU. 
 “The challenge to the missionary does not come from the fact that people are difficult 
to bring to salvation, that backsliders are difficult to reclaim, or that there is a barrier of callous 
indifference. No, the challenge comes from the perspective of the missionary’s own personal 
relationship with Jesus—“Do you believe that I am able to do this?” (Matt 9:28). Our Lord 
unwaveringly asks us that question, and it confronts us in every individual situation we 
encounter. The one great challenge to us is—do I know my risen Lord? Do I know the power of 
His indwelling Spirit? Am I wise enough in God’s sight, but foolish enough according to the 
wisdom of the world, to trust in what Jesus has said? Or am I abandoning the great 
supernatural position of limitless confidence in Jesus, which is really God’s only call for a 
missionary? If I follow any other method, I depart altogether from the methods prescribed by 
our Lord—“All authority has been given to Me… Go therefore….” (Matthew 28:18-19).”10 
 
 “From Jesus’ perspective, there are no nations, but only the world. How many of us pray 
without regard to the persons, but with regard to only one Person- Jesus Christ? He owns the 
harvest that is produced through distress and through conviction of sin. This is the harvest for 
which we have to pray that laborers be sent out to reap. We stay busy at work, while people all 
around us are ripe and ready to be harvested; we do not reap even one of them, but simply 
waste our Lord’s time in over-energized activities and programs. Suppose a crisis were to come 
into your father’s or your brother’s life---are you there as a laborer to reap the harvest for 
Jesus? Is your response, ‘Oh, but I have a special work to do!’ No Christian has a special work to 
do. A Christian is called to be Jesus Christ’s own, ‘a servant who is not greater than his master’ 
(John 13:16), and someone who does not dictate to Jesus what he intends to do. Our Lord calls 
us to no special work—He calls us to Himself. ‘Pray the Lord of the harvest,’ and He will 
engineer your circumstances to send you out as His laborer.” 
 Never allow yourself this thought, ‘I am of no use where I am,’ because you certainly 
cannot be used where you have not yet been placed. Wherever God has placed you and 
                                                      
8 E-Spirations: From Franciscan Steubenville Conferences. October 12, 2022. Accessed online from 
webmaster@steubenville.org.  
9 E-Spirations from Franciscan Steubenville Conferences, May 16, 2022. Accessed Online from 
webmaster@steubenville.org.  
10 Chambers, October 27. 
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whatever your circumstances, you should pray, continually offering up prayers to Him (John 
14:13). Yet we refuse to pray unless it thrills or excites us, which is the most intense form of 
spiritual selfishness. We must learn to work according to God’s direction, and He says pray 
(Matt 9:38)…. When you labor at prayer, from God’s perspective there are always results. What 
an astonishment it will be to see, once the veil is finally lifted, all the souls that have been 
reaped by you, simply because you have been in the habit of taking your orders from Jesus.”11 
 
 Where is the harvest “abundant” around you? What are you doing to mobilize co-
workers to get to work? Name here someone to help you and what you shall do (after prayerful 
discernment). Their heart will likewise be moved to work in the same “field,” which acts as 
confirmation. 
 Co-worker: _______________________________________________ 
 Harvest work: _____________________________________________ 
 
Summary: “The idea that discipleship involves mission is brought out by means of two images: 
the people are like sheep without a shepherd and like a harvest that needs workers to bring in 
the crops. The three sections on discipleship in chapters 8-9 emphasize the radical demands 
that it can involve (8:18-22), the fact that all kinds of people can be called to it, the radical 
newness that it represents (9:9-17), and its missionary dimension (9:35-38).”12 
 
 “Send me, Lord, wherever you please, for when I am sent by you, then I am quite sure 
that you will help me—in whatever situation I find myself—to fulfill what you ask”- St Francis de 
Sales.13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(c) Glenda Canfield, Nov 2022. 

                                                      
11 Chambers, October 16-17. 
12 The Collegeville Bible Commentary: New Testament, pp 876. 
13 Daily Catholic Wisdom- October 19, 2022. Accessed online from yourfriends@catholicwisdom.org.  


